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Ieyasuandhisa}liesattheBattleofsekigaharain1600.NeitherHideyuki
nor Kagekutttt *"'" Kirishita' "'ld"th-"; 

did no1^'actively encourage or

discourage tir" .plila;; dri.,jlnitv 
-Ho*"'"', 

'Y"l; sitlation prwided

relative freedom f";,i;" 
- 

Kirishitatl i;";; a-nd'. therefore the religion

flourished u^a .pru'ui -rpiii, i^ th"'ur'i"t't"*'"ffed bv the various zealous

Kirisrtitanuurruti"fr-,r.,I-r"o"^. 
r, i. ;;i;ed that.ui itt peak there were

20OO Kirishitan, Ji""ilr""?", *frr"i"#;;;evond the Samurai classes to

includealarge"'*U"'offarmers'Th"'"wereat'*U"'ofchurchesanda
seminarv to t"ppl'tl'n" 

-' 

"n"t"ti"'-i' 
"F;;til;;;;'" 

" 

althou gh the Toku gawa

Shogunate began enforcing u ,oor"''r,iffi"i n'"i'ibrtion on Christianrty rn

areas under rt, "o#oi 
irr-f?fZ, ar".r""ii'"%*ot" lo"ttion of Aiztt' missronar's

ffi$;*S:.t*;*H::11i;',i!1,1r-* and his successors mar\s ih" sT

of the Kirishiton'i'"t"""" I'l:11!J;J;';' 
{"t tt'" arrival of Christianrt-s

in s e nd ai r.,,,, iirv- Jate d 
" "T: TiTil" J,"ili,iiti r=:[1}',]3:h1l'fi::

f fS nnli; ;H*:1 3'1H'ilF' H;il t" 
" 
l" B ao i s u m a d a' 6 1. 3 )

Spanish "*niil;;';;;;;' 
u^;tu ;as also p';;;;; intermittentlv in

Sendai tro* "uiiy"i*;"(r;-+il..Sot"fo 
was accompanied bv the Franciscan

Bonventura Diego lbanez:"I::-":+^'i:*"ft1 frt;"u"h 
i' ih" u'"u **":

?;1"'i:*t,'Jf;:";;ir:il*::11::il'#"'lJ,ll,,' r slv 
I

It is Iikelv that Kirishitan were 'i#;;*ese1131 
Sendai' As prevrout

i,rri-.i?fiiff ff "."##x[*ffi r*[fl*:1J,tu'r#';:**::;"J#*hfi 
1

was forme'lv Dut"'t;;;-';"'v F;;?il;'*o'""' as earlv as 1591 Masamune

himself displayed;:, ffi;1;*;"r diffiili', *r'"" hL marched into Kvoto

f ,"*a"a,,T1fJ+i#,1,$3:*i{i}'#;3i',,:i,,&,:m.,,1'"Tl"i:"'Il:
possible . 

executlon :;"J;*;i-,"f,r". tr,tusamune's knowiedg:-.}-":;':iii',o"
Meriwether. 19). H;";;r. whether"'Ijrrr."rr"'..knowledge 

of christianrqs

was the product ;i Kr;;;;;ro, i^n,,"iiiilil;;1-ol l'* travels around

;;il;"r":i,"liJ:# j#aY;;3*;""**l"gl"fr 
'I"i""+:ffi 

:#
Sendai Prior to i
in st anc e, xut u oi.'J T;ki.;i ;;;,,n'jl'"" ";i ;:+:1 

"t ffi::; r:? Ll?#li rlj
Christians, but lacked' the presence of missionarres an

ni.*ry (Kataoka' 365-6)'

Contraryto't'I.''lpolicyoftheShogun-ate"whichsawanti-Christian
persecutio,,i"t""""irl'i'i^#u"::*i;if "I*[i[:';';-*l*l?:*11"^:t;
:;;;i;; of the Keicho E*b":Y-li"'il;j;ii", a","1' Jn important fieules

*i..ioiurv work and converslont T-::i:T"r'r,t 
" 

*ii*ion from persecution rn

see Takagi' az ssj' Iuasa.mune's o##;;Li ir'" religion from persecuti

his domain furth-J*ia"a m irr"r"uliii"iir" Cf"ittit"'pop't'tion of Sendai as

tt,l,'Jiffi{:f*-tm;*;"['},lil?'".i.,?: 
*,}"u 

raled in its g^oals to

SeCuIe trad.e ',d;j.;, 
,;u",*".i,,r*1" ro, *l,Jo.,u,y *o,k in Sendal

After meeting;;d ffi;ruao, ttu."X.rru T.""""tgJ tEA=mgl shortlv after
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migrate to the area' Similarly' Okago which acted as-a center for the iron

trade attracted u 1u'g" number "f 
';;;;ts- wlo' came to work in iron

manufacturi"g, 'o*" 
o? *f'o* happened to be Christians'

one of the most important rigrr"r"J lL" po.t-r62Q mission to okago was

Spanish priest Francisco Magoemon'6;';'i;"= 'faf"Fl)' who moved to

the villag" i, rozo-;;^;;"irr"a irr"r" for twenty y""t instructing the

Kirish'itanpopt'tuil-o'i utJ tp'"udid';; ruitr'' 
'l-i:* 

the persecutio-ns he

went into hid,ing *'i.h ;;ir;; Xiri.rni,io*'i"f.*g ,f'" faitli underground (Okago

"-'J}J:?}H::"P uk a go r elat".'o tL" J:.':::Y*,'* ::':?i:: "J#'*:t J'"
Kirishitanbefore p""""'tio.' btk::;;: N"i"'"irv these tIt"t *"'" marked

by the persecutio", *rri.t, Mu.ruln.rie instated, meaning that today their

Durpose or shape'h;;;;i""11v allerei';;h" area of the village known as

'senmatsu ( + tA ), th1"-9. 'Yth. 
sites exist' First 'are 

the remains of the

Kirishitanchurch'(#f*rlu, the iocatio" i" *r'itr' it is beiieved that senmatsu

Daihachiro ""piuinxi6#i;r*; 
d"".rt"",;;Jir""r Kirishitan'praved together

(Fuiisawa Bunka iilL;iir;kai.2007:13). I am-unsure whether the remain-'

are-marked, as I ;il;"rb[ m firra lt "* 
*rt"lf; however, the location of the

former church is murk"d on most- #;;;;;ii"ble in the village' There is very

littre information ilil;;", cr,,ri.uf, #;;;iiJI"' utd l have been unable

to ascertai' ro' i"]iu;;;il;; the church was destroved'

A more exciting site is y_o?1"r'ii"*i'ttr'ot+1, !r: " build'ing still exist''

(although .rot trr" Srigi;"D Itis iocatJt"-ttt" east of the church remarns rn a

wooded ur"r. uni'.';;;; almi"rt, to- fina. This was originally a shrine in

which Deusu ("; i :,irl Cr,ri.riJbil;u, *or*npped-' A statue of Deusu

brought from Bit-chu by the senmatsu brothers was sfored and prayed to at

this site. After the beginning of p"rr"",rri"n, in an 1iL"-pt to remain hidden

users of the shrine u"eal ,"rur_+rrs"t'o';daii.lv .ginl'Lt names' first Juni

no Kami (+:o?s) u.rd lut", Y"-;;;K.*i G"rjirawa Board of Education

1987:184). O".pli"'u ttoro,rgi, .".rlitlf ;il not"finJ an explanation of the

name J[ni no N"#."C""fdit U. .-"oa" word meaning 'God' of the Twelve

disciples'? r'd";;;;"id i' ""n'i'';;;;' 
i *"s told f,uring a conversation

with a museum staff member (14 Jil;i;;'1tttt tf i thrine now acts like an1-

other.Iwasunabletoascertain-whetherthismeantthatthemostrecent
publication ". rii" 

i"* i. "rt "f 
dJ;;;ii*t p""pre worship there regardless

oftherebeingnoobjectof.worship,orifshemearrtthatitsimplyhasthe
appearanc" or u s#irr" *ith ,ro';i# 

-i,rt 

"tiott' 
It is clear in aI1 sources'

however, trrut tf,"tlnJrii", G"d i.;;i;"g"- *-"r^.ttipned at the location'

Daizen'shin'(t=?+) is in the"f*;;;1h of Senmatsu' This was the site

where tt " s"r|*uT"r 
'to-.t 

"r. ;;;-;rerlytl*^ christianitv to the iron

manufactures (Fujisawa Bunk, ;fli"k; ivort"l z9o7:13)' Pravel ;'1as 
a-Iso

performed ir, -orrri^g and. *.ririg ui iir" .1i" ffujisawa Board of Education

1987:131). Today it is mark"d'i;";-sg.tuoura";;; several graves and

memorials'
Allthreeoftheseplacesofworshipareincloseproximitytoeachother.
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statues there including one of Jizo (ttffi) and they prayed there to ask thd
the martyred might find happiness in the next life (Fujisawa Bunka ShinE
Kyokai 2007:10). The place therefore became known as Jizd no Tsuji (i[if,O
t). The Jizo no longer has a head, and thus serves, presumably by chance,I
a reminder of the atrocities which took place here. i

Across the road from the site sits a large white rock, which was used b,
the Sendai Domain coroner and other offrcials as a seat when they confrrmel
the identities of the executed (Fujisawa Board of Education 1987:1&lr
Fujisawa Bunka shinko Kyokai 2007:10). It is called Kubi Jikkenseki (H**
fi). There is another set of gravestones near to Kubi Jikkenseki, but whethe
these are related to the Kirishitan persecution or not, I was unable td
ascertain. !

About 500 meters from these sites on the road to Fujisawa Town is th
modern Catholic Church around which there are several further martyrdm
sites. Adjacent to the Catholic Church's bus stop is a site called Ueno Keii6 (-ll
Flfrlill .), and nearby along the gravel path on the way to the Church on tb
right hand side is tine Genroku no Ishibumi (7E+*OA8). Here a further 9l
people wele executed in 1640 (Takagi, 190). It is said that every night th4
cries of men and women could be heard from the site, and the change d
atmosphere led many residents to flee the area. The taking and burial o1ttJ
dead was originally banned, and it wasn't until 1703 that the bodies weld
able to be collected, buried, and monuments and graves erected (Fujisaw{
Bunka Shink6 Kyokai 2007:10-11). These events are mentioned in the Oka8d.

Kirishitan Shumon Aratame Cho (tffitrAflHFS&[E), a contemporaneoul-
text recording the persecutions; see Taira 1979. i

If one co.rtinues down the gravel track in front of the Church, one w{
come across a small wooded grove where there is a further martyrdom sit{
called Saihata Keijd (HffiflE). In 1640, 23 Kirishitan were able to escafi
during their planned execution at Ueno Keij6,, however, as they attempted t1
flee they were shot. Now several graves and statues stand at the locatim-
There is another site nearby, a hidden burrow which was used. UV tn{
Kirishitan as they attempted to flee (Takagi, 190). _ :

A final martyrdom site exists in the west of the village (Ue Okago - t't
*E), called Tokizdsawa KeijA ( F+y-rftfriltr). The place name is taken froa{
the words To (ffi), Kei (ftil\ and Jo (E). In 1790, twelve or thirteen people wetu
killed here; eventually their families erected monuments.

It seems that the martyrdomt i; 
-Ok.g"-;;;; 

mostly confined ti
crucifixions and beheadings, although as noted on occasion guns were use{
This was not necessarily the situation, however, for the rest of Tohoku wherrd

a variety of cruel methods were used, including burning, drowning, throwiOq
from cliifs, and forcing to freeze in cold rivers. For a detailed exploration of
these persecutions see Kataoka 1979 and Shimizu 1981.
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E)andishizeme(Z'?)'wasatechniquebywhichthetorturedweremadeto
kneel on sharp t"Jii"' oi Y"?i ?' Hqii:^"*- "l::ones 

were placed upon

their thigh ,. nUi"t*'n-QfrZ€D,rn ott"i tying p'i*o,'"" into the shape of

shrimps or "th;'";;;*fortuUf" 
,"tftf"i"' 

" V']t-::t hanging tortures'

including trurr"nrintfreol, *here the prisoners.were huns from their arms

which were tied ;"iil;their uack..'il; ;;;iations of this including being

hung head first 
'1""'"-a"'1"""a 

pii *"'" also common' Finally' there was

torture with boiline ;r"ifro* rrot Jpiii-,'g"r -*;; otn"' forms of torture aiso

existed. A picture'rrH;bi.;;; Kidt-i;; Museum shows ishidak'i' a torture

similar to ebizeme' in which t1'" l?-4;;a 
i' ti"a in an uncomfortable position

for long periods, ti'J t 
'""on 

having his head held under water'

Okago's SemPuku Krishitan

Due to the persecutions *ull"of Okago's Kirishitan took their faith

underground and pru.ti""d ,t * h-id;; 
"Fffi+"; ruugo"t,,o" who had aided

in taking the fait[iui undergrourra "o-nti"t'ed 
to give.Mass and instruction

throughout tr'" p"""cutions ;-t'o*""#il;;; "upti""a 
in 1640' confessed to

his crimes u"a *ut-iit;; ;; pao *r'"'l tt" *u' u'1lt ut the stake (Taira'

680). Due to the .Jrruri V of the n"r..;;",i;I}."""", f"* Klrishitan' could survive

in hiding. In 1Tg9, there were a rec"ri"J^iZ Kfifst'tton ot't of a population of

615 in Okago: h";";;;;v rsaz there were none (Taira' 648)'

Nevertheless in my opinion o,,." oiii," most int-erestins sites in okago ls

one related to the sempu'kuperiod. hrn"*n ti i, r*."iu Liat Yama no Kami

was used ro, u *rril" ,.-urr r;q*fl",fiffi;;ifi ,it", th"*" was a need for the

creation of f*rtniI".irJ f;;1h" 
"hr#; i"**,i"i r 9;; such site remained

completely torgolt"r, until it *u*']lair""""r"a -i". ^tglg 
(Fujisawa Bunka

Shinko Kyokai iooi,t+>. Ogu*u"u*i'C;;;'(.,l'fiEiRlElE) 
is a hand-dug cave

iust over the vi[-a-ge u.,a p-r"f""t,rrlf ;;;";'i"i" Vli"^gi Prefecture on the

wooded foothiils Ltsaiil';;; r*o'i'd;;;; 'It'is 
a'i*i-t'ito*eter walk up

sometimes overgrown and steep *r;dl;fi;uth fro* the catholic church' but

. tLl:'*-""ffifl,. .' sltar'-3nd : l"L!Ii*,:""if;:""H:1,::I,hU:: 
u" u

se*et place * i"'u"l *;: H";;;' ffi;l"q the capture of Magoemon'

rhe cave fell into iisregard f.."*ii.g;;;h" tig"U^ou'Juilut"t't to the cave)'

Todav the altaritl["'-'"a *'lh ''"':i;"';;;;:; 
the virgin Marv' with two

candles on the #rh;;r'prr""a it;;"dl" hold'ers oriein*al to and built into

the cave walls. Entry i9 d.a1sero,, u.'a io,bidden, "";i;i. 
oniy by the luck of

flash photography and. thirty *i.;;;;^;, ,o of experimentation that I was

able to see thai the cave was not :*i" ur*k ".'t,u,,"" 
into the mountain but

contained a pathway, altar, "'a- 
ir," aforementioned. adorning items.

Nevertheless I was unable to "upi',i""u1t"u' 
photograph' During the Great

Tohoku Earthqr-Jk" trr" "ntr*J"';[.p."a- ""d 
ttad to be dug out

(conversati"';Tff;"t;;; ti"n *"*r er' 14 Julv 2015)'
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Thememorialparkbehind.themuseumcontainsreolicasofsomeofthe
village's ,it"t, -"uutil- '*t 

f"' 
'i'"* 

tr'"'i ott time many of the places

mentioned in this papel can be "i:Y"J 
*'""' e '*tU 

art galiery in the park

contains items *ral by the urtirt'i,-ttuXoshi Y-asutatl' And the park's

stations of the .ro., "o,'tuin 
messag". f;;; P;re John Paul II' H' Chieslik'

Endo shusaku "'d;";;;; 
;' *;i"#";;#;-nv n"Iiut'oshi Yasutake'

il*ln: rul**Hl"lx#'f ll?"u,nut :1 th: fourth centenarv of the

Keicho Embassv, T';"h";,d il r-"'** tt'ut tr'i' *1'tua the beginnlng of

oersecutio.. ln s".r;i-iirilt rru. u"io*" "i"u' 
to me, through visiting okago

and through talking to others th^t";h;;;lrirnit"" historv of the area' has

already been forgottn in both,acaiu-iu u"d common consciousness' I hope

that this article *" "f'uif""ge 
that state of affairs'
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